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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1- A method for making an/incision in the skin of a 

slaughtered animal, which incision has at least two ends, 
comprising, the steps: / 

processing the skin at /the positions of the at least 
5 two ends of the incision, im order to prevent tearing of 
the skin from said positioTis onwards; and 

making an incision for connecting said positions 
substantially to each otner. 

2 . A method for making an incision in the skin of the 

10 belly of a slaughtered i>ird which is provided with a vent 
opening produced by cutting out the vent, comprising the 
steps: 

processing the skin at a position near the bottom 
point of the breastbone of the bird, in order to prevent 
15 tearing of the skin from said position onwards; and 

making an incision for connecting the vent opening and 
said position subst^ntiaU.y to each other. 

im 1 or 2, wherein the incision 
terconnected sub- incisions . 
wherein at least a part of 
[direction from the breastbone 



/of 



3 . The method 

contains a plurality o 
20 4 . The methocJ of 

the incision is made 
up to said position. 
5 . The method of 

processing operation 




1 or 2, wherein the skin 
.ses fitting a clamping element 
25 for clamping a pdrt ofl the skin. 

6- The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the skin 

processing operation comprises thermal, optical or chemical 
treatment of a part of ^e skin. 



7 . The metlr 

3 0 processing opers 



od of claim 1 or 2, wherein the skin 
tion comprises applying a setting liquid to 
a part of the skin. 

8. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the skin 

processing operation comprises making a hole in the skin. 

The method of claim 8, wherein at least one hole is 
35 made in the skini before the incision is made or while the 
incision is being made, 
10. The method of claim 8, wherein at least one hole in 



the skin is substantially rouiided. 



11. The method of claim 
the skin is punched. 

12. The method of claim 
least one hole in the skin 
dimensions of the hole is 
connection. 

13. The method of clair 



wherein at least one hole in 

wherein for forming the at 
part of the skin with the 
,t away, leaving a residual 

8, wherein a hole supporting 
element is fitted subcutaneous ly through an opening in the 
10 skin, in order to support jbhe skin during the making of at 
least one hole in the skii 

14. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein an incision 
supporting element is fitted subcutaneously through an 
opening in the skin, in oirder to support the skin during 

15 the making of the incision. 

15. The method of clpims ^3'''^ar^i:y , or 3 y^ndl p, wherein 



after making the sub-inc/isions , t/he 
sub- incisions are torn l/v the hoi^ 



rts between the 
Lng element 



le^ftfent. 

wjtere/n th^ carcass of the 
abo\^e atnjbspheric gas 

kin processing 



py the hoiie 
and/or the incision supporting e 
20 16. The method of cflLaim 13, 

slaughtered animal is brought to 
pressure at least at t^e positio^ of | the 
operation. 

17. The method of /claim 13, wAerei^ri a viscera 

25 protection element foif protecting uhe viscera of the 

slaughtered animal from damage is fitted through the skin 
opening in the carcass prior to or during the fitting of 



the hole supporting e 
element - 
30 18. The method of 



.ement or the incision supporting 



claim 13, wherein during the 
subcutaneous fitting bf the hole supporting element or the 
incision supporting element or during the period that they 
have been fitted subcjutaneously, tissue connections between 
the belly skin and the viscera, in particular between the 



35 belly fat situated on 
stomach, are broken. 
19. The method of 

connections are broke 



the inside of the belly skin and the 

claim 18, wherein said tissue 
by means of at least part of the 
hole supporting elemeiit or the incision supporting element. 
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20. The method of claim 19, wherein said at least part 
of the hole supporting element or the incision supporting 
element is elongated and performs a rotating movement. 

21. A device for making/ an incision in the skin of a 
5 slaughtered animal, which fncision has at least two ends, 

comprising : 

processing means for /processing the skin at the 
positions of the at least/ two ends of the incision, in 
order to prevent tearing /of the skin from said positions 
10 onwards; and 

cutting means for mkking an incision which connects 
said positions substanti/ally to each other. 

22. A device for making an incision in the skin of the 
belly of a slaughtered bird which is^ provided with a vent 

15 opening produced by cuuting out the vent, comprising: 



ocessing the skin at a 
bf the breastbone of the 
g of the skin from said 

incision which connects 
ion substantially to each 

21 or 22, wherein the cutting 
a series of non- interconnected 



skin processing mean^ for 
position near the bottpm /point 
bird, in order to preyent Weaj 
position onwards; and 

2 0 cutting means fc^ m^Jfi^g a 

the vent opening and /said\ ppsit 
other. 

23 . The device oE clai 
means are adapted fqr makirii 

25 sub-incisions. 

24. The device ^f claim 21 or 22, wherein the skin 
processing means arfe adapted for fitting a clamping element 
for clamping a parti of the skin. 

25. The device /of claim 21 or 22, wherein the skin 

3 0 processing means are adapted for perfoming a thermal, 

optical or chemica!. treatment of a part of the skin. 

26. The device of claim 21 or 22, wherein the skin 
processing means are adapted for applying a setting liquid 
to a part of the skin. 

35 27. The device of claim 21 or 22, wherein the skin 

processing means ccmsist of perforating means for making a 
hole in the skin. 

28. The device bf claim 27, wherein the perforating 

means comprise a hole supporting element to be fitted under 
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the skin and a perforating elerdent fitted at the other side 
of the skin, the hole supporting element being adapted to 
interact with the perforating /element to form the hole in 
the skin. 

5 29. The device of claim ±Q , wherein the hole supporting 

element is provided with a trhrough or blind hole, and in 
that the perforating element is adapted to be inserted at 
least partially in the holef of the hole supporting element, 
in order to form the hole in the skin. 
10 30. The device of claijm 28, wherein the perforating 

element or the hole suppo:^ting element is provided with a 
cutting edge. 

31. The device of clafim 2 9 or 30, wherein the 
perforating element tapers to ^^point at the side facing 

15 the hole supporting elen^ent . 

32. The device of cjaim 29/or 3 

rounded at. 

supporting element. ' 



wherein the 
he side facing the hole 



33. The device of fclain 

0 transverse dimensions /of th 



2 9/or 3/0, wherein the 
e nole xn the hole supporting 



element correspond sujpstantiiaily u.o or are smaller than the 
transverse dimensions' of the pare of the perforating 
element to be inserted in tne^iole of the hole supporting 
element . / 
5 34. The device of claim 2?, wherein the hole supporting 

element is provided/ with a stop face, and in that the 
perforating element/ is adapted to be moved against the stop 
face, in order to form the hole in the skin. 

35. The device/ of claim 34, wherein the end of the 

0 perforating element facing the hole supporting element is 
provided with a cytting edge. 

36. The device of claim 35, wherein the perforating 
element comprises a hollow tube. 

37- The device of claim 36, wherein the interior. of the 

5 perforating elemeit is connected to a suction device. 

38. The device of claim 30, wherein the cutting edge 
has ends which do 1 not coincide. 

39. The device of claims 21 or 22, wherein the cutting 
means comprise an {incision supporting element to be fitted 
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under the skin and a cutting element fitted at the other 
side of the skin, which incision supporting element is 
adapted to interact with the cntting element, in order to 
make the incision. / 
5 40. The device of claim pS , wherein the incision 

supporting element is proviaed with a through or blind 
slit, and in that the cutt/ng element is adapted to be 
inserted with a cutting edge thereof at least partially in 
the slit of the incision /supporting element, in order to 
10 form the incision, / 

41. The device of oaaim 40, wherein the slit of the 

incision supporting element is bent, the cutting edge of 
the cutting element being adapted to enter the slit of the 
incision supporting element in the region of the bend. 
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The device of claim s"""28^ aja'd 3 9 ,,Jtfherein the 



incision supporting/ e 
are formed by a corpm< 



The devicef o 
supporting element andy^ 
2 0 are adapted f 03^-TO'arlLnj 
incisions . ^ 



44 . 



The devi'ce 




the hole supporting element 
in g el ement . 

3 and 2^^* wherein the hole 
incision supporting element 
in parts between the sub- 



is ^8^ and 39 ]^ wherein the cutting 
element and the/ perforating element are interconnected and 
are moved in synchron:^m with each other. 
25 45. The device of alaim 22, comprising positioning 

means for positioning the processing means and the bottom 
point of the ^reastbone of the bird relative to each other. 
46. The device of claim 45, wherein the positioning 

means comprise a stop face . 
30 47. The device of claim 46, wherein the stop face is 

movable . / 

48, The jdevice of claim 46, wherein the stop face is 

adapted for making contact against the bottom point of the 
breastbone. 

35 49. The device of claim 46, wherein the stop face is 

adapted to act on the outside of the body of the 



s 1 aught e red 
50. The 



animal . 



device of claim§28and^^8-,-) wherein the stop 
face is fittjed on the hole supporting element. 



30 



m 



10 
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51. The device of claim 45, comprising detection means 
for determining the position of the bottom^ point of the 
breastbone, the positioning means being ^adapted for 
positioning the carcass of the bird anjd the processing 
means relative to each other on the fe^sis of the detection 
result of the detection means. 

52. The device of claims 21 oi/ 22 , comprising gas 
supply means for introducing gas /through an opening in the 
skin into the carcass of the slaughtered animal. 

53 . The device of claim 52^ wherein the gas supply 
means are operative from outride the carcass. 

54. The device of clairt/ 28 ^comprising a protection 
element for protecting the^ visfcera of the slaughtered 
animal from damage prior /to or /during the subcutaneous 
fitting of a hole support ingj(^Ietaent , incision supporting 
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element or common supn6rting 

55. The device o^/ claim 
element is essential/ly cone- 

56, The device ybf claim 
element, incision /Supporting 



ilemfent . 

herein the protection 
s-^ped . 

, wherein the hole supporting 
lement or common supporting 
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element is adapted for breaking tissue connections between 
the belly skin a^nd the viscera, in particular between the 
belly fat situated on the inside of the belly skin and the 
stomach. 

57. The device of claim 28, wherein the hole supporting 
element, incysion supporting element or common supporting 
element is r.4)tatable about a substantially vertical axis. 

58. A method for processing a slaughtered bird prior to 
^isceration of the carcass of the bird, wherein tissue 

meet ions between the belly skin and the viscera, in 
paroicular between the belly fat situated on the inside of 
the b^lly skin and the stomach, are broken . 

59. \ The method of claim 58, comprising introducing 
separatiiw means into the carcass of the bird through a 
hole in tne skin, such as an opening obtained by cutting 
out the ven>L, in order to break the tissue connections. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the separating 
means are movefil in a rotating manner in the carcass . 

61. The metfipd of claim 59, wherein the separating 
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means are move^jtLn a scraping manner between the belly skin 
d the viscejraV 

62. A device for processing a slaughtered bird prior to 
evisceration of the carcass of the bird, comprising 

5 &teparating means for breaking tissue connections between 
the^ belly skin and the viscera, in particular between the 
bellV fat situated on the inside of the belly skin and the 
stomal 

63. NThe device of claim 62, comprising first moving 
10 means foAjnoving the separating means in the carcass 

through a Hole in the skin, such as an opening obtained by 
cutting out Diie vent. 

64. The deVice of claim 63, wherein the first moving 
means are desigrr^d for moving the separating means in a 

15 rotating manner. 

65. The device of claim 62, wherein the separating 
means are in the form of scraping means , 

66. The device of claim 62, comprising second moving 
eans for placing a protection element in the carcass prior 

0 toVor during moving the separating means in the carcass. 

67. \ A method for inserting a substantially elongated 
eleme'i^t with a free end under the skin of the belly of a 
slaughtered bird which is provided with a hole in the skin, 
such as\an opening obtained by cutting out the vent, 

25 comprising the steps: 

±nsei:>ting a protection element through said hole into 
the bird, s^id element having a stop face which is adapted 
for pushing ^way the viscera from said hole; 

positioning the free end of the elongated element in 
30 said hole near\said stop face; and 

rotating the elongated element, in order to insert the 
free end of the elongated element under the skin. 

68. A device fo^r processing a slaughtered bird, com- 
prising: 

35 a substantially eJ-ongated element for insertion under 

the skin of the belly of the bird; 

a protection elements, for insertion into the bird 
through a hole in the skin \ such as an opening obtained by 
cutting out the vent, said element having a stop face which 
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adapted for pushing away the viscera from said hole; 
moving means for positioning the free end of the 
elcingated element in said hole near said stop face, and for 
rotaCsing the elongated element for inserting the free end 
5 of thex^longated element under the skin. 

69. The device of claim 68, wherein the protection 

element is plate -shaped. 





